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Mobilizing colleges and universities to host
refugees on campus grounds and support
them in their resettlement.



We begin another year at Every Campus A Refuge
with pride and hope. Pride in what we were able
to accomplish together last year, and hope for
what this new year will bring.

Both pride and hope marked our time together at
last year’s ECAR Gathering at Wake Forest
University. Ammar Basha and his students’
remarkable film “Welcome(d)” about WFU ECAR
efforts was selected by the Global Migration Film
Festival. “Welcome(d)” will travel the world and be
screened in over 100 countries -- a testament to
the world’s hunger for community-driven
expansive acts of kindness and hospitality. 

And we ARE expanding welcome and hospitality -
- Hudson Valley Community College in New York,
St. Ambrose University in Iowa, Clemson
University in South Carolina, and James Madison
University in Virginia have joined ECAR. That’s a
community college, a private university, a state
university, and a public land grant university --
proving that any campus, at any time, can become
a refuge.

Through our certificate-bearing trainings in
partnership with the National Association of
Higher Education Systems, Guilford College, and
Opening Universities for Refugees, we are also
expanding the capacity for welcome as we train
dozens in higher education and local
communities in how to create and sustain
hyperlocal ecosystems of refugee integration and
inclusion. In 2023, we trained 250 individuals at
45 institutions.

And welcome, of course, is what permeates
AHLAN: A Manual for Establishing Resettlement
Campuses Together which launched last year. An
easy to use guide and toolkit, AHLAN (which
means “welcome” in Arabic) 

will allow campuses to create ecosystems of
integration, inclusion, and belonging for
newcomers. 

We also welcomed new team members to ECAR
-- Noor Ghazi joined us as the Director of the
University Sponsorship Program and Rhiannon
Kelly as the Program Coordinator and Outreach
Specialist. They have brought immense hope to
our work. And the work itself has expanded in
exciting ways. ECAR joined the Welcome Corps
on Campus Consortium. Launched this past July,
WCC allows groups at colleges and universities
to privately and directly sponsor refugee
students. We can’t wait to welcome the inaugural
cohort of refugee students in a few short months
for the 2024 academic year. 

We are excited about what else this new year
brings -- more universities and colleges
becoming a place of refuge, more of them
building their capacity for welcome and
hospitality, and a new ECAR resource: Ṣawt: An
Oral History of Resettlement Campuses. Ṣawt
means “voice” in Arabic. And this resource --
which will collect, curate, and share refugee
stories and experiences of being supported by
ECAR Chapters -- will amplify the voices of
newcomers and center their needs and desires
in the creation of such campuses. 

Thank you for being an important partner in our
journey for hope. We appreciate all you do and
all you bring to create a more welcoming and
transformed landscape at the intersection of
higher education and refugee resettlement.

A Year of 
Expanded Welcomes...



17+

400+

From Sea
to Shining Sea

Chapters in 11 different
states from coast to coast

Refugees hosted by ECAR
Chapters + Resettlement
 Campuses

Guilford College
Agnes Scott College
Clemson University
Hudson Valley Community College
Lafayette College
Modesto  Junior College
Notre Dame De Namur University
Oklahoma State University

Old Dominion University
Purdue University Ft. Wayne
Russell Sage College
Siena College
St. Ambrose University
University of Tulsa
Wake Forest University
Washington State University

Over the past year, ECAR  worked with colleges
and universities to respond to the global
refugee crisis by stewarding campus resources
in support of resettlement pathways. 5 new
chapters joined the ECAR network in 2023! The
new Chapters alone hosted 53 new arrivals on
their campuses. 



ECAR partnered with a consortium of
organizations earlier that year to launch the
Welcome Corps on Campus program in
collaboration with the State Department.

My personal background as a former refugee
from Iraq, combined with my experience in higher
education, allowed me to contribute to the
development of this program. ECAR’s main role
within the consortium is to provide
comprehensive training and support to future
sponsor groups in their efforts to welcome
refugee students on campuses across the United
States. We aim to deliver impactful training
sessions and develop essential materials to guide
sponsor groups throughout their sponsorship
journeys.

In 2023, EACR focused on developing and
delivering the Application support session,
providing the sponsor groups with step-by-step
guidance on the application process, the required
documents and offered one-on-one support,
ensuring a smooth and successful application
submission.

ECAR invested significant effort in designing an
inclusive Implementation Handbook. This
handbook serves as a great resource, providing
the sponsor groups with detailed information
and best practices to effectively implement core
sponsorship services, before and upon the
arrival of refugee students. 

ECAR collaborated closely with our consortium
members, including the Community Sponsorship
Hub, on the national level. Together, we
presented at various events and conferences to
advocate for and promote the implementation of
the Welcome Corps on Campus program.
Through these collaborative efforts, we aim to
raise awareness, generate support, and ensure
the successful implementation of the program on
a broader scale.

NOOR GHAZI
Welcome Corps on Campus Manager

The Welcome Corps on Campus  is a program of the U.S. Department of State, administered by a consortium led by the Community Sponsorship Hub with funding
provided by the U.S. government. 

In the Summer of
2023, I had the
privilege of
joining the ECAR
team as the
Director of the
University
Sponsorship
Program. 

Welcoming new arrivals  at the Greensboro airport.



98%  Gained and deepened
awareness of higher ed
initiatives supporting
refugee resettlement.

GATHERING
THE

Hosted by Wake Forest University, one of the earliest ECAR chapters, in
October 2023, ECAR's second Gathering brought together more than
120 students, faculty, staff, refugees, resettlement professionals, funders,
and other stakeholders. Together, we engaged in conversations that built
community, mobilized colleges and universities to become Resettlement
Campuses, and allowed us to reimagine the role of higher education in
refugee resettlement and support. 
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Similar to the first Gathering, participants immersed themselves in an array
of Do-it-Together activities, enriching their experience through poetry
readings and the art of calligraphy, as well as embracing the historic
charm of downtown Winston-Salem.  Attendees  expanded their
knowledge and understanding of refugee-related issues through
insightful sessions led by academics, researchers, and experts in the field.
The programming was designed to foster a deeper sense of community
and awareness among all attendees, contributing to a meaningful and
memorable experience.

Keynote Level Do-It-Together Level 

Gathering Sponsors

Meal Level 



2023 Resource Highlights

ECAR launched the Certificate in Refugee
Resettlement and Integration presented by
Guilford College's CPPSET in partnership with
Opening Universities for Refugees (OUR). 
The program allows participants to gain a
deeper understanding of global forced
migration, displacement, and resettlement in
the U.S., and learn how to centralize the voice,
agency, dignity, and contributions of refugees
as new members of our communities.  19
participants were trained in 2023.  Learn more
and sign up here. 

The first cohorot in the Certificate Program at Guilford College. 
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Our map tool visualizes nationwide higher
education connections with  refugee
resettlement, highlighting collaborative
opportunities among agencies, colleges,
service providers, and advocacy groups. It
fosters local support networks and ECAR
Chapter development, and was spotlighted in
a NAFSA article for its utility in nationwide
group identification. Read more here.

In partnership with Welcoming America,
NASH Refugee Resettlement Initiative,  and
Guilford College, AHLAN was created to
provide context on refugee resettlement and
guide advocates on how to welcome and
support refugees on their college or
university campus and in their community.
AHLAN is an open-access resource and
available to download. If you are interested in
starting a resettlement campus at your
college or university, please follow this link.

Guilford Certificate in
Refugee Integration

AHLAN Manual

The ECAR Map
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3K Views in 2023

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwibzLOwxbCEAxU__8kDHSJJAT4QFnoECBEQAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.guilford.edu%2Fcertificate-program-advancing-role-community-stakeholders-refugee-integration&usg=AOvVaw1nMm9R994I4qaxWiVWffGt&opi=89978449
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nafsa.org%2Fprofessional-resources%2Fbrowse-by-interest%2Fhumanizing-internationalization-context-permanent%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3vvNgBLBN7Z0-RjmyiGgCjoJuHNzE-WImytlpQkY-UroRH1wzRirqUHwA&h=AT12HlXHwCthDaGDUTSTX2PyKhPdBZtZhMU3sUUcI5YgEWc8CSgsfE5sRToq2XtEasSVONbdkORp8b5Ba4wVS26KlN8t7JydIYPkm2GRwswzOl1E115XPUCbtH0d9QbdRW9BadHcoO3OQrXLJGNVVLYZMw&__tn__=-UK*F
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Feverycampusarefuge.net%2Fahlan%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0VPuQxBdViXDjQhrUpO5RK1-xCD5aGNtD3sv91ix8AikojEIlp1iMSluQ&h=AT3XAWjl75fC9z8rjMM8zEjnBILjQNpWwjzBi5xS4l9Qt2boc6VyO_fePCNTcVFygQ4zeOWPkfDEp9QltvwS_SieekVH0MZDzuieEV0CsRcRTp-snayvVWg6iI92cw8Vs8aj9Mg5AYBYnpc0jPaVezhPcg&__tn__=-UK*F


In the Press

READ MORE:
everycampusarefuge.net/in-the-press

READ MORE:
everycampusarefuge.net/in-the-press

25+
Press 
Features

CLICK THE HYPERLINKS TO
READ THE ARTICLES

Housing Migrants in College Dorms?

Inside Higher Ed

Seeking Justice, Seeking Hope: Refugee
Resettlement Campuses and Transformative
Pedagogy in Higher Education

The Pedagogy of Place-Based Initiatives and Anchor Institutions

Latitudes: Colleges Embrace a Different International
Role, as Places of Refuge

The Chronicle of Higher Education

Hudson Valley Community College and Russell Sage
College Team Up to Support Refugee Resettlement

Hudson Valley Community College Press

St. Ambrose Joins National Movement to House
Refugees on Campus

Quad Cities NPR

JMU Becomes the 14th Chapters of Every Campus
A Refuge

WHSV News

Welcoming Refugees: School Campuses as Sites for
Resettlement and Integration

The Foreign Services Journal

Welcome Corps on Campus: A New Role for
Universities in Resettlement 

World Education News + Reviews

Redefining the Refugee Resettlement Experience in
North Carolina

Welcoming America

https://everycampusarefuge.net/in-the-press/
https://everycampusarefuge.net/in-the-press/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/government/colleges-localities/2023/05/30/housing-migrants-college-dorms
https://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/muj/article/view/26467
https://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/muj/article/view/26467
https://journals.iupui.edu/index.php/muj/article/view/26467
https://www.chronicle.com/newsletter/latitudes/2023-02-01?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_6077969_nl_Academe-Today_date_20230202&cid=at&source=&sourceid=
https://www.chronicle.com/newsletter/latitudes/2023-02-01?utm_source=Iterable&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=campaign_6077969_nl_Academe-Today_date_20230202&cid=at&source=&sourceid=
https://www.hvcc.edu/about/news/archives/2023/08/hudson-valley-community-college-and-russell-sage-college-team-up-to-support-refugee-resettlement.html?fbclid=IwAR2tbifKlyM2h7dKwDis-ZaPbsPahAIt9Lri2iD-CfrnP8NtCeRDjI_96Qc
https://www.hvcc.edu/about/news/archives/2023/08/hudson-valley-community-college-and-russell-sage-college-team-up-to-support-refugee-resettlement.html?fbclid=IwAR2tbifKlyM2h7dKwDis-ZaPbsPahAIt9Lri2iD-CfrnP8NtCeRDjI_96Qc
https://www.wvik.org/section/education/2023-08-22/st-ambrose-joins-national-movement-to-house-refugees-on-campus
https://www.wvik.org/section/education/2023-08-22/st-ambrose-joins-national-movement-to-house-refugees-on-campus
https://www.whsv.com/2023/05/23/jmu-becomes-14th-charter-every-campus-refuge/
https://www.whsv.com/2023/05/23/jmu-becomes-14th-charter-every-campus-refuge/
https://afsa.org/welcoming-refugees-school-campuses-sites-resettlement-and-integration
https://afsa.org/welcoming-refugees-school-campuses-sites-resettlement-and-integration
https://wenr.wes.org/2023/10/universities-to-welcome-refugees-under-new-program
https://wenr.wes.org/2023/10/universities-to-welcome-refugees-under-new-program
https://wenr.wes.org/2023/10/universities-to-welcome-refugees-under-new-program
https://welcomingamerica.org/news/refugee-resettlement-in-north-carolina/
https://welcomingamerica.org/news/refugee-resettlement-in-north-carolina/
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Financials

How funds
are received

TOTAL
$595.98 THOUSAND

How funds
are used

TOTAL
$502.94 THOUSAND

For our filed 2023 form
990, click here.

ECAR’s financials reflect strategic
investments aligned with our mission.
In FY23, revenue  exceeded expenses,
which has allowed us to  deliberately
budget with expansion and capacity-
building as our focus for 2024. We're
intensifying fundraising, optimizing
costs, and diversifying income to
ensure long-term sustainability. 

Grants from
government & foundations

$537,615

Contributions from
individual donors $13,647

Corporate Grants $20,000

Research $15,000

Misc. Income $9,719

Chapter support 
& direct aid

$34,571
Training $67,809

Research $10,000

Advocacy & 
campus engagement

$13,442

Mobilization, 
& general services & fees

$377,118

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TYnWv99hpc3NVdyzCIzPmmr3qmOIwsT7/view?usp=sharing


THIS YEAR ECAR WAS
ABLE TO PROVIDE

$35,000 
TO

4
ECAR CHAPTERS 

Eligible colleges and universities interested
in supporting refugee resettlement and
integration, in line with ECAR's mission and
best practices, can access funding up to
$10,000 for new ECAR Chapters.

To apply for this opportunity, click here. 

https://form-usa.keela.co/university-hosting


Support from Foundations 
and Organizations

We are grateful to the foundations and organizations that support
our mission. 



BOARD

Diya Abdo, Ph.D. (she/her)
President

Jonathan Maj (he/him)
Vice President & Treasurer

Walid Mosarsaa (he/him)
Secretary 

Hali Rose Kohls (she/her)
Assistant Secretary 

Nour Salhoub (she/her)
At-Large Member

STAFF

Diya Abdo, Ph.D. (she/her)
Executive Director

Walid Mosarsaa (he/him)
Senior Program Coordinator

PROGRAM CONSULTANTS

Ashley Loper-Nowak (she/her)

Christian Matheis, Ph.D. (he/they)

Sonalini Sapra, Ph.D. (she/her)

Cathryn Bennett, Ph.D. (she/her)

Gül İnanç, Ph.D. (she/her)

Naglaa Rashwan (she/her)

Rhiannon Kelly (she/her)
Program Coordinator & Outreach
Specialist

Noor Ghazi (she/her)
Welcome Corps Program
Sponsorship and Training Manager



Thank You
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We are incredibly thankful for the generous assistance our chapters have received directly by volunteers
and community members across the country through the gift of time as well as monetary and/or in-kind
donations. 

We are also deeply grateful to the following donors who made heartfelt contributions to ECAR this year.
Their generosity and commitment to our work inspire us to keep pushing forward and making a positive
impact.   Thank you for your support.

St. Ambrose University students  hard at work preparing a home for their ECAR guests. 

Angela Naimou

Barry Trachtenberg

Beate Winterstein

Beth McNamee

Bonnie Parsons

Bruce James

Caitlyn Carlock

Caryn Spillman

Catherine Willis

Cynthia Harris

Dahsohm Kim

David Smith

Diya Abdo

Elizabeth Fox

Elizabeth Jamison

Elizabeth Parrott

Emmanuelle Dyer

Ernie Showfety

George Peterson

Hali Rose Kohls

Jane Starmer

Jennifer Feather

Jennifer Thomas

John Cox

Julia Haverstock

Karen Booth

Katherine Barron

Kristina Shull

Lauren Bowers

Leslie Wilson

Lisa Kline

Lourdes Ortega

Lucy Selby

Lyndon Rego

Madeleine Straubel

Marci Murphy

Marianne Hawthorne

Mike Leahy and Deb

Lindner

Miriam Cooke

Nour Salhoub

Rebecca Karoff

Richard Zweigenhaft

Robert Koulish

Ruth Li

Shelly Calabrese

Terry Graedon

Walid Mosarsaa



Heartfelt Thanks to Rodd Enns

A huge shoutout to our pro-bono legal counsel Rodd Enns
for his incredible support to ECAR. Rodd, your guidance
and council has been a major propellor for us. Your blend of
expertise and genuine care for our mission has pushed us
forward.

Thank you for being a pivotal part of our success story.
Looking forward to more achievements together!



About ECAR

In response to Pope Francis’ call on every
European parish to host one refugee family,
ECAR started as an idea at Guilford College
by Dr. Diya Abdo in September of 2015, and
officially incorporated in 2017, to call on every
college and university in the world to partner
with their local refugee resettlement agencies
to host refugees on campus grounds and
assist them in resettlement. The idea is that
university and college campuses have
everything necessary – housing, food, care,
skills – to take in refugees and support them
as they begin their lives in their new homes.

Since January of 2016, Guilford College
partnered with Church World Service-
Greensboro to host over 90 refugees. ECAR is
now spreading, with campuses large and
small heeding the call and actively hosting
refugees (including Lafayette College, Wake
Forest University, Old Dominion University,
Russell Sage College, Siena College, Purdue
Ft. Wayne, Washington State University,
Oklahoma State University, among others)
and more are mobilizing to do so.
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Donate Here

Help us Transform the
Refugee Resettlement Landscape

Through Partnerships with
Higher Education

Become a monthly donor

by visiting us online.

Honor Someone

with a gift for a celebration or commemoration. 

MAIL

Your contribution to:

Every Campus A Refuge
4301 United St.
Greensboro, NC 27407

Please make checks payable to "Every Campus A Refuge"

EMAIL

ecar@everycampusarefuge.org

Or

http://everycampusarefuge.net/basic-home/donate/


Every Campus A Refuge

Every Campus A Refuge

@everycampusarefuge

@EvCampusARefuge

www.everycampusarefuge.org
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