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A REFUGE

Comic by Josh Neufeld ADIBA & FAHIM, AFGHANISTAN

RUSSELL SAGE COLLEGE,
TROY, NEW YORK

IT WAS VERY | UNFORTUNATELY, WE COULDN'T

DIFFICULT TO LEAVE THE FIRST BRING ANY OF OUR BELONGINGS
BEHIND OUR COUNTRY, DAYS WERE WHEN WE LEFT
ELSE ALL AT ONCE. oW TAKE MY LAPTOP.
T/
p— "WHEN WE ARRIVED IN THE AREA, A WOMAN WORKING FOR
@ —=) || / USCRI* BROUGHT US FOOD EVERY NIGHT AT THE HOTEL."
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ED. NOTE: ALL DIALOGUE TRANSLATED
FROM THE ORIGINAL DARI

"BECAUSE OF HER WE CONNECTED WITH
PROFESSOR ALISON SCHAEFFING OF
RUSSELL SAGE, WHO SHOWED US AROUND
THE CAMPUS AND INTRODUCED US TO
SHELLY [CALABRESE] FROM ECAR."

"THE COLLEGE STEPPED IN AND SAID,
‘'WE WILL GIVE YOU A HOUSE,"

"WE WERE GIVEN HOPE AND ENCOURAGEMENT, ALL
THE DISAPPOINTMENT AND STRESS FADED AWAY."




"EARLIER, WHEN WE FIRST GOT TO THE
U.S., THERE WERE SOLDIERS AT THE BASE.

BASED ON FEAR, WE BELIEVED
WHAT THEY TOLD US--"

--WE THOUGHT THAT IF WE'RE OUTSIDE
THE CAMP AND DIDN'T SPEAK ENGLISH WELL,
SOMEONE MIGHT FIGHT WITH US!

WE WERE INTRODUCED
TO THE TEACHERS AND
STUDENTS.

US AND VISITED
OUR NEW HOUSE.
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BUT AS WE BECAME i ONE BY ONE THEN WE v EVERYTHING HERE WAS
FAMILIAR WITH THE COLLEGE, THEY CONTACTED REALIZED THAT SO WELCOMING. IT WAS

THE THINGS WE
HEARD AT THE
BASE WEREN'T

AS THOUGH WE WERE THE
OWNERS OF THE HOUSE AND
THEY WERE THE GUESTS

THAT 1S HOW
THEY TREATED US.

"ALISON INTRODUCED US TO OUR NEIGHBORS

"FOR EXAMPLE,

WE SOMETIMES THINK THAT

AT THE COMMUNITY GARDEN, AND THEY VE‘%’Z%E;,‘_NES THEY ARE LIKE PART OF OUR
GAVE US A PLOT OF LAND. CURRY TREES, FAMILY.

— AND FRUIT"

COMMUNTTY

"WHEN WE COME HOME FROM WORK, WE
GARDEN THERE."

THEY UNDERSTAND
US IN A SPECIAL WAY,
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